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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade 4th 

Unit of Study 5 
Pacing 5-7 Weeks 

Unit Overview 
In this unit, students will focus on reading information and 
composing informative/explanatory pieces. By the completion of this 
unit, students should have a better understanding of how to 
determine the main idea of a text, summarize a text, explain events, 
procedures, ideas or concepts in a text and identify the meaning of 
words and phrases within the text. Additionally, students should 
understand how to create engaging informative pieces that 
examines a topic and conveys ideas and information clearly.  After 
working on a variety of activities, the unit will culminate in a final 
product which asks students to create an informational brochure  
using the skills taught over the course of the unit. By the end of this 
unit, students will have completed a core requirement for their 
writing portfolio (W.4.2). 
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UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

Reading Literature: 

RL.4.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, with 

scaffolding as needed. 

Reading Informational Text: 

RI.4.8     Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular 

points in a text. 

RI.4.9     Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context and background knowledge) information from two texts on the 

same topic in order to write. 

RI.4.10    By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (see 

Appendix A) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as 

needed. 

Writing: 

W.4.2      Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly. 

W.4.2a    Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs 

and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.4.2b   Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, 

or other information and examples related to the topic. 

W.4.2c    Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words 

and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 

W.4.2d    Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. 

W.4.2e    Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented. 
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SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

Reading Literature: 

RL.4.7     Make connections between specific descriptions and directions in a text and a 

visual or oral representation of the text. 

Reading Foundational Skills: 

RF.4.3    Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

words. 

RF.4.3a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication    

patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

RF.4.4     Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

RF.4.4a   Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

Writing: 

W.4.6      With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page in a single sitting 

W.4.7      Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic. 

W.4.8      Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources. 

W.4.9      Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

W.4.9b    Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 

author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

W.4.10    Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline. 
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Speaking and Listening: 

SL.4.3     Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 

points. 

SL.4.4     Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 

main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.4.5     Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

SL.4.6     Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 

ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-

group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 

Language: 

L.4.2       Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.4.2a     Use correct capitalization. 

L.4.2d     Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

L.4.3       Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.4.3a     Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

L.4.3b     Choose punctuation for effect.* 

L.4.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 

of strategies. 

L.4.4c     Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 

meaning of key words and phrases. 

L.4.6       Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain- 
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,  
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are  
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when  
discussing animal preservation). 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Informational: 
RI.4.8     EXPLAIN how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular 

points in a text. 

RI.4.9.    INTEGRATE and REFLECT on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge)  information from two texts on the same topic in 

order to WRITE or SPEAK about the subject knowledgeably. 
 
Writing: 
W.4.2a    INTRODUCE a topic clearly and GROUP related information in paragraphs 

and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

 
W.4.2b   DEVELOP the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence 

or other information and examples related to the topic. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RI. 4.8 

EXPLAIN How an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support points in a text. 
 

2 
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Students Know: 

 Reasons and evidence are pieces of information that support particular points 
within a text. 

 To identify reasons and evidence used to support particular points (e.g., 
arguments) in a text.  

Students Can: 

 Explain how an author uses specific reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text.  

 Evaluate whether or not the reasons and evidence given support the particular 
points posed by the author.  

 

POWER STANDARD: RI. 4.9 

 
INTEGRATE/REFLECT 
 
 
WRITE/SPEAK 

 
Information from: 

 Two text on the same topic 
 

About the subject knowledgably 

 
3 
 
 
3 

Students Know: 

 Information from two texts can be combined to create a more complete 
understanding of a topic. 

Students Can: 

 Identify key and relevant details on a single topic between two texts. 
 Categorize key details from two texts. 
 Eliminate nonessential information. 
 Synthesize information from two texts on a single topic. 

 

POWER STANDARDS: W.4.2.a 

INTRODUCE 
 
GROUP 
 
 
INCLUDE 

Topic clearly 
 
Related information 

 In paragraphs and sections 
 
Formatting 

2 
 
2 
 
 
2 

Students Know: 

 A paragraph is a group of statements with a main idea and supporting details.  
 A main idea is a concise statement of the topic of a paragraph or passage.  
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 Informational text features (e.g., headings, columns, illustrations).  
 Multimedia is any form of information that enhances comprehension of a text 

(e.g., photograph, chart, diagram). 

Students Can: 

 Determine structure for topic and purpose of text.  
 Group related information.   
 Determine formatting for text (e.g., subheadings, columns).   
 Determine relevant information for each section of text.  
 Determine if multimedia aid is necessary for the text.  
 Determine the multimedia form that aids comprehension of the text.  
 Determine if illustrations are necessary to aid comprehension of a text. 

 

POWER STANDARDS: W.4.2.b 

DEVELOP Topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, text evidence, or 
other information and examples 
related to the topic 

3 

Students Know: 

 Definitions are the literal meanings of words and phrases. 
 The difference between a fact and an opinion. 
 Concrete details are tangible or specific statements (e.g., upper income, 20 foot 

ladder, beluga whale).  
 Quotations are another person's exact words  

Students Can: 

 Determine which information is related to the topic.  
 Determine what type of information to include in the text. 

 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  
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 Argument 
 Text evidence 
 evidence  
 particular points  
 reasons  
 support  
 themes 
 validity 
 integrate 
 synthesize 
 format  
 multimedia  
 paragraph  
 section  
 topic  
 illustrations  
 informational text features 
 definitions  
 examples  
 facts 

 

 
 

 clarify 

 sections 

 Differentiate 

 facts 

 relevant 

 descriptive details 

 consult references 

 regions 

 landforms 

 climate 

 resources 

 tourism 

 Appalachian Ridge and Valley 

 Highlands 

 Atlantic Coastal Plains 

 Piedmont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. What are some strategies that 
readers apply to evaluate an 
author’s point of view? 

 
2. How can reading multiple texts 

help me understand the topic? 
 

 
 
3. How do writers organize  

informational pieces to provide 
clarity to the reader? 

1. Readers can use reasons and 
evidence to explain and support an 
author’s point of view 

 
2. Reading information from several 

texts can help me write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 

 
 
3. Writers can provide clarity to 

informational pieces by grouping 
related information in paragraphs, 
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using headings, illustrations and 
using multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 
(See Appendix A) 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
(See Appendix B) 

 
 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

 
The Center for Tourism of New Jersey, or The CTNJ, has enlisted all fourth 
grade classes to create a brochure of the different regions in New Jersey to 
help improve tourism. This brochure will detail landforms, climate and weather, 
resources and things to do in that specific region that makes the region 
unique. The CTNJ will choose the class with the best brochure. The winning 
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brochure will be featured in all Welcoming Centers along the New Jersey 
Turnpike and Garden State Parkway. 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:Research 

 Students will select a region of New Jersey to research and gather information. 

 Students will complete a graphic organizer with their gathered information on a region 

of New Jersey of their choice.  

 

Task 2:Write a Synopsis 

 Students will use their graphic organizers to write a synopsis for their brochures. 

 
Task 3:Create a Brochure 

 Students will use all the information they gathered to write an informative brochure on 

the region of New Jersey they chose. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
RI.4.8, RI.4.9 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.6, W.4.7, W.4.8, RL.4.7, SL.4.4, L.4.2.d, L.4.3.b 
 
Note to Teacher:  Lessons on Regions of NJ and comprehending informational text should 
be incorporated into this unit as you plan lessons to address each task. 
 
Task 1 Detailed:Research. Students will research and gather information about a specific 
region in New Jersey. 
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 Use the internet and/or books to gather information about a region of New Jersey 
that interest you. You will focus on  why this region is a good place to visit. You 
must use at least two sources. Here are the regions you may choose from: 
 

1) Appalachian Ridge and Valley  
2) Highlands  
3) Atlantic Coastal Plain  
4) Piedmont 

 
 Research must include the follow headings: location, landforms, climate and 

weather, availability of resources to those who live and work in the region and 
things to do and additional pertinent/interesting facts such as history and industry. 
 

 Research should be in note-taking format (see graphic organizer) 
 

 
 Each heading should have several details supporting it 

 
 Cite sources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
 

 

 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 

□ Used 2 sources 
in research 

 
□ Grouped  

□ Meets 4 of 
the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

□ Meets fewer 
than 4 of the 
proficient 
criteria 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 
 
 
 

□ Used more 
than 2 
sources for 
research 
 
□Provided 
detailed 
notes on 
each heading 
 
 
 

related  
information 
 
□ Noted several 

details and 
examples for 
each heading 

 
□ Cited sources  
   used 
 
□Demonstrates 

correct use of 
language and 
conventions 

 

 
□ Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 

 

Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 
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  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

XCritical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
XAccessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
W.4.2.a,W.4.2.b 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.3 a, W.4.3b, W.4.3e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
 
Task 2 Detailed: Write a Synopsis. You will use your graphic organizers to write a 

synopsis of each heading for their brochure. 

 In order to prepare the information for your brochure you will write a brief summary 

stating the most important findings of your research.  

 Think about what headings will be placed in your brochure. Remember the purpose 

of your brochure is to inform the reader, but also to convince them that this is a good 

place to visit. Try some catchy headings. 

 Use facts, details and other information and examples to help explain the topic. Keep 

in mind that your draft should include short, focused text that will be placed in the 

brochure.  

 Share your draft with a partner.  

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 2 1 

□ All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
□ Included 
additional 
information to 
enhance the 
product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Introduced topic 
clearly 
 
□ Used headings 
 
□ Used facts, 
details and other 
information and 
details and 
examples 
 
□ Wrote a synopsis 
for each heading. 
 
□ Demonstrates 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions 
 

□ Meets 4 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

□ Meets less than 4 of 
the “Proficient” criteria 
 
□  Tasks to be repeated 
after 
re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Power Standards: 
W.4.2.a,W.4.2.b 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.3 a, W.4.3b, W.4.3e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
 
Task 3 Detailed: Create Brochure. You will use all the information you gathered to create 

an informative brochure about a region of New Jersey. 

 Look at several brochures to get an idea of the layout that would work best for your 
brochure. Think about graphics, photographs, illustrations, and maps that might 
enhance the information you are presenting. 

 Using your draft, type your headings (bold) and sections as a word document 

 Create an illustrated cover page for brochure that includes name of region along with 

your name, grade, and school. 

 On the back of the brochure include the sources you used when researching. 

 

 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑Initiative and Leadership 

XCuriosity and Imagination 
XInnovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

XEffective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
□ The brochure 
has an 
exceptionally 
attractive 
formatting and 
well-organized 
information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Produced a  
   brochure 
 
□ Included   
   illustrations, maps,  
   or graphics 
 
□ Facts in the   
   brochure are  
   accurate 
 
□ Created illustrated  
    title page with 
    name and date 
 
□  Used precise 
    language and   
    content-specific  
    vocabulary  
    correctly 
 
□ Provided source 
   page 
 
□ Demonstrates  
   correct use of  
   language and  
   conventions 

□ Meets 4-5 of the  
proficient criteria 

□ Meets less than 4 of  
the “Proficient”  
criteria 
 
□ Tasks to be repeated 
   after re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑Identifying Similarities and Differences 

XSummarizing and Note Taking 
XReinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑Homework and Practice 

❑Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑Cooperative Learning 

❑Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

XCues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 
X Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑Initiative and Leadership 

XCuriosity and Imagination 
XInnovation and Creativity 
XCritical thinking and Problem Solving 
XFlexibility and Adaptability 
XEffective Oral and Written Communication 
XAccessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology Standards: 
8.1.4.A.1 
Demonstrate effective input of text and 
data using an input device.    
 
8.1.4.A.3 
Create and present a multimedia 
presentation that includes graphics.                                                       
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

XCuriosity and Imagination 
XInnovation and Creativity 
XCritical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

XEffective Oral and Written Communication 
XAccessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction for 
Special 

Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

-Access prior knowledge 

 Help students organize 
what they know using 
advanced organizers. 

 Provide multiple 
examples to reinforce 
concepts/skills. 

 Answer questions before 
instruction or while 
students are reading 
new material. 

 
-Student Engagement 

 Present information 
through multiple formats 
and media. 

 Allow students to 
practice with supports, 
as needed or 
appropriate. 

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher level books  

 Choose higher level 
guided questions 

 

Tier 1 
-Circulate among students and 
observe and question as they 
are working 
 
-Provide clearly written 
directions and instructions in a 
step-by-step manner with 
illustrations and use as few 
words as possible. 
 
-Use visuals, charts, and 
models for concept 
reinforcement. 
 
Tier 2 

-use technological tools or 
computer software to allow 
students to access content in 
multiple ways. 
 
-use multi-sensory techniques 
to present information 
 
-use graphic organizers to 
focus attention on key 
elements, concepts or ideas. 
 
Tier 3 

-Use technological tools and 
computer software to allow 
students to access content in 
multiple ways. 
 
-monitor student understanding 
continuously. 
 
-Increase the amount of 
practice opportunities using 
multiple modalities. 
 
 
 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment 
to provide low-
distraction 
work areas. 

 Break 
assignment 
into short, 
sequential 
steps. 

 Create a safe 
environment 
for learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 

 Use 
cooperative 
learning and 
games that 
involve 
partners and 
small group. 
 

 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary 
Center 

 Marzano’s 
Vocabulary 
with squares 
diagram 

 Reread to 
reinforce 
vocabulary 

 Secure  
attention with 
visual aides 

 Deliver 
instruction 
through visual 
presentations. 
 

-Small group instruction 
or work: 

 Use vocabulary 
games to 
develop, 
review, or 
extend 
concepts. 

 Incorporate 
literature and 
computer 
technology as a 
means to 
gather 
information. 

 Present new 
information 
using outlines 
and notes 

 Review 
material using 
oral activities in 
small group or 
with partners 
prior to 
independent 
work. 

 Use graphic 
organizer. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Using 
classroom 
and school 
library:  
 
Use non-
fiction books 
about New 
Jersey 
 
Comprehen
sion Tool-
Kit: 
 
Book 5-
Strategy 5 
“Determining 
Importance” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regions: 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/ensp/wap/pdf/pamphlet_piedmont.pdf 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge-and-valley_Appalachians 

http://www.ahnj.com/ahnj/About%20Atlantic%20Highlands/History/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_of_New_Jersey#Inner_Coastal_Plain 

Tourism Guide and Map of New Jersey: 

http://visitnj.org/guide-order 

 
Sample Brochure Checklists and Resources 

http://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fdesktoppub.about.com%2Flibrary%2Fweekly%2Fbrochures.d
oc 
 
 
Sample brochure templates can be found in: 
 
Microsoft Publisher 
Word 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/ensp/wap/pdf/pamphlet_piedmont.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge-and-valley_Appalachians
http://www.ahnj.com/ahnj/About%20Atlantic%20Highlands/History/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_of_New_Jersey#Inner_Coastal_Plain
http://visitnj.org/guide-order
http://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fdesktoppub.about.com%2Flibrary%2Fweekly%2Fbrochures.doc
http://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fdesktoppub.about.com%2Flibrary%2Fweekly%2Fbrochures.doc
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Learning Activities Using 
Text or Program 

 
 

 Model note-taking by using boxes and bullets. 

 Model how to research internet sites. 

 Create a list of safe and approved sites to research (Use websites listed above).  

 Model how to complete a graphic organizer as a shared writing activity. 

 Model how to use completed a graphic organizer to create their synopsis. 

 Model how to type up brochure using template from Word 2013 or Microsoft Publisher. 

 Model how to insert graphs, pictures and/or diagrams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lessons to Support Tasks 
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RI.8 
To have students describe the logical connection between particular 
sentences and paragraphs in a text: 

 Explicitly teach different organizational patterns (cause/effect, comparison 

and sequence) and key words by sharing a variety of informational texts 

with students. 

 

 Using an array of nonfiction articles and books, develop lessons that give 

students practice with comprehending small chunks of text.  For example, 

take two paragraphs on great white sharks, and model how you list out the 

facts on paper before deciding the author’s main point.  Invite students to 

do the same kind of listing/bulleting as they see how details relate and add 

up.  Use chart paper to make the process more understandable. 

 

 Take apart a shared text—either by sentences or paragraphs—and have 

students put it back together in logical order. 

 

 Use the whiteboard to rearrange a paragraph out of order and have 

students reassemble it.  After, have students explain how and why they 

determined the order. 

 

 In a shared text, have students highlight key words or linking words that 

signal order or organization in a text. 

 
 

To teach students to explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text and to identify which reasons and 
evidence support which point: 

 Model for students how you decide what the main idea (key 

point/conclusion) of the text is.  Think aloud all your questioning strategies 

(e.g., What is the author trying to convey in this section?  The next?  What 

is this mostly about?  Are there words that repeat?  What does the author 

say first?  What does he say last?  What do all the details seem to be 

about?), then highlight or mark reasons and evidence in the text that 

support that main idea. 

 

 Provide students with a short piece of informational text and have them 

determine the author’s main idea, using the strategies you’ve modeled.  

After they have determined that, read through the text again as a class and 

highlight the reasons and evidence and annotate in the margins how this 

supports the main idea. 
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 Have students use note cards to record the main idea or key points in a 

text and then sticky notes to record reasons and evidence.  Place sticky 

notes on the note cards their reasons support. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers for students to record key points and reasons 

and evidence.  An open-hand graphic could have a key point in the palm 

and the supporting reasons on five fingers. 

 

 After gathering the reasons and evidence in support of a main idea, have 

students evaluate and explain if the author has provided adequate reasons 

and evidence to support the point. 

 

 To help students understand what you mean by “key points” and “reasons,” 

explain these terms using examples that are closer to their life 

experiences.  For example, you might make the statement (key point) that 

“Julia is a top-notch soccer player.”  To prove that point, you might say 1. 

She was the highest scoring player last season, 2. She was selected to be 

part of a traveling team, 3. She practices every night after school and on 

weekends.  Have students provide statements of their own and reasons to 

back them up. 

 

 In a shared text, have students highlight the key point the author is making.  

(This is often written as the topic sentence.)  Then guide students to reread 

the text to look for evidence in the text that backs up the author’s key point.  

Mark the evidence with highlighting tape or sticky notes, or annotate in the 

margins. 

 

 Have students examine the illustrations and text features in a shared text, 

such as, for example, pictures and captions, scale drawings, and diagrams 

for evidence that supports the key point. 

 

 As you read aloud or share a text, identify one key point.  Make a 

“statement/evidence chart” where you write out the full statement at the top 

of the chart and then list in each line below the evidence you found to 

support the statement (with page numbers when applicable) and/or the text 

feature that provided the evidence. 

 
To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Work with them to make sure they understand the concept of main idea.  

Discuss what they think the author wants them to learn from a text that 

they’re reading.  Then have them show you a reason in the text that 

supports this. 
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RI.9 
To have students compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of 
stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters: 

 Read aloud to the class at least two books (these could be picture books) 

written by the same author with the same character in each.  After reading 

each book, record on chart paper the theme, setting, and plot.  Also record 

character traits for the main characters in that book.  After reading and 

charting both books, create a Venn diagram (or Thinking Map)—either for 

one of the elements or a Venn diagram for each. 

 

 Have students discuss the major problems in both books. 

 

 Provide students access to books by the same author or books in a series 

so they can replicate this independently or in small groups, or in book clubs 

or literature circles. 

 
To have students compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and 
topics and patterns of events in stories, myths, and traditional literature 
from different cultures: 

 Choose either stories, myths, or traditional literature with similar themes or 

topics, but find books from different cultures.  Model reading at least two 

books from different cultures.  Record on chart paper the theme or topic 

and how it was treated—and also record setting, the problem(s) characters 

faced, responses of characters to each other, and how the stories ended.  

After reading two or more stories, discuss how they were similar and 

different. 

 

 Create sequence charts to record the pattern of events. 

 

 Discuss how culture affects how the story was told. 

 
To have students compare/contrast stories in the same genre on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics: 

 Model for students by reading two books in the same genre with similar 

themes or the same topic and discussing the theme and topic.  What is the 

theme?  How are they similar or different?  How did the different authors 

convey the theme? 

 

 Create Venn diagrams (or other Thinking Maps) to complete on theme 

after reading books in the same genre. 
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 Provide students with text sets in order to read and practice independently. 

 

 Read aloud a traditional folktale/fairy tale, such as Cinderella by Marcia 

Brown, and a fractured version of the same tale, such as Frances Minters’ 

Cinder-Elly, a modern, urban, rap-based tale.  Have students compare the 

two.  How are they alike and different, in terms of the basic story elements? 

Language? Illustrations? After working with several of such 

traditional/fractured pairs, have partners write their own version of a 

traditional folktale or fairy tale. 

 
 

To have students compare and contrast the most important points and key 

details presented in two texts on the same topic. 

 Have students read two different texts on the same topic and take notes in 

a two-column format, drawing arrows and lines to connect the information 

that is the same. 

 

 Refer to the table of contents in two books on the same topic to identify the 

topics each addresses.  Guide students to notice the similarities and 

differences, and discuss what may have led each author to include or leave 

out certain information. 

 

To integrate information from two texts on the same topic: 

 Assign students a topic (or they can self-select).  Students read one text on 

that topic, taking notes or annotating important information.  Then they 

read a second text on the same topic (this may take a couple of days to 

complete), again taking notes.  After reading both, students write what they 

now know about the topic. 

 

 Use two content-area texts and students take notes on each (on a graphic 

organizer, etc.)  After reading both, have students make a key statement 

and then back it up with reasons and details from their notes. 

 
 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Have students draw pictures of one element (setting, character, etc.) from 

two different texts and then place them side by side and either verbally 

explain or label how they are the same and how they are different.  If 

possible, allow English learners to work with native English speakers in 

group activities comparing and contrasting texts. 

 

W.2 
To introduce students to informative/explanatory texts: 
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 Provide numerous examples of published informative/explanatory texts and 

also access via technology to informative/explanatory writing.  Call 

attention to the introductions, key ideas or points, organization, graphics, 

and endings.  This will give you opportunities to acquaint students with the 

genre and identify features of informative/explanatory text. 

 

 Discuss the expectations of this type of writing and the different formats. 

 

 Show students a range of writing samples so they see what it is that you 

want them to do. 

 

 Give student a copy of a sample text and, if possible, display it on a screen 

so you can annotate portions of it while discussing the text’s relevant 

features. 

 

 Have students use sticky notes or annotate a sample text as they 

determine relevant features. 

 

 Bring in content-area texts to use as models of informative/explanatory 

texts. 

 

 As you read informative/explanatory texts aloud, ask students to try to 

determine the author’s purpose in writing the piece.  Make a chart (that you 

will later post in the classroom and add to throughout the year) listing what 

students have determined various authors’ purposes for writing to be. 

 
To format and integrate illustrations, headings, and multimedia into the 
texts: 

 Explore examples of illustrations, headings, charts, and so on with the 

class.  Create charts of all the options to add to their pieces. 

 

 Offer direct instruction to the whole class or a smaller group of students 

who need to learn how to use those features of the word processor or other 

software applications. 

 

 Provide time for students to practice these skills and share. 

 
To develop their topic with details, examples, and information: 

 Model for students how to choose a topic and add details. 

 

 Model how to write and use categories and headings. 
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 Provide graphic organizers, information maps, outlines, and so on to help 

students organize their thinking. 

 

 Practice together writing a topic on a sheet of chart paper, then have 

students generate details, examples, and information on sticky notes.  

Place these on the chart paper and move them to group relevant facts 

together. 

 

 Have students practice doing this independently with their own topic on 

their own paper. 

 

 Work directly with them to generate ideas and gather evidence, data, 

examples, or other content; then develop with them criteria for how to 

evaluate and choose the best of the bunch to work into their writing. 

 
To have students use linking words, phrases, and clauses to link ideas and 
create cohesion: 

 Give students a copy of a sample text and highlight the linking words, 

phrases, and clauses.  Annotate how these help create cohesion. 

 

 Generate with students a list of linking words, phrases, or clauses. 

 

 Have students go through their papers once they have a complete draft 

and highlight their linking words. 

 
To help students use precise language and academic vocabulary: 

 Direct them to circle any words in their papers that are abstract, too 

general, or otherwise ineffective; then have them replace weaker words or 

phrases. 

 

 Generate with the class words they might or should use when writing about 

a specific subject, procedure, event, or person. 

 
To help students provide a concluding statement or section: 

 Model how to write a conclusion in front of the class. 

 

 Share published writing with students and determine how authors conclude 

their pieces. 

 

 Create a list of ways authors conclude informative/explanatory texts and 

have students choose from that list. 

 

 Have students practice writing a variety of conclusions for their text. 
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To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Allow students to draw or illustrate facts and details about their topic and 

label these.  Then provide predictable frames for the student to continue to 

add details (e.g., Elephants live…Elephants eat…Elephants look like…). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


